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Setting The Scene 
•  Introduction 

•  New Zealand - political & union scene 

•  The NZ postal sector & its bank story 

•  NZ Post/Kiwibank- a critique 

•  The future 

•  Questions 



Introduction 

•  Who am I? 

•  The EPMU 

•  Kiwi-isms & 
Kiwi English 





The New Zealand political 
environment 

Western liberal democracy 

Part of the Commonwealth 

Unicameral Parliament 

The Queen as head of state 

Three-year electoral term 

MMP electoral system 
Coalition governments 

Current government: conservative, neo-liberal ideology 



•  20% unionised 

•  voluntary membership  

•  NZ Labour Party affiliations 

•  anti-union attacks since 1990s 

•  continuing today 

The union scene 



The NZ postal sector & its bank story 

New Zealand Post Office 



2003: Kiwibank 



NZ Post/Kiwibank- a critique 

•  Blurred governance? 

•  Economic sustainability issues 

•  Co-dependency 

•  Viability/ point of difference to compete 

•  One strong union for the NZ Post Group 

•  One workforce for the  NZ Post Group 











The Future 

•  Conservative government strategy: sell off 
assets 

•  Progressive government strategy: use Kiwibank 
as a tool to invest in the economy 

•  Diminishing postal network 

•  Increased banking brand presence 



Questions 

? 


