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May 11 ,2017 
MAY DAY IN CUBA 

"WE ARE PRIVILEGED" 

These are the wo rds a participant used to describe the participation of our Union d elegation in the May 
cele bration in Havana. In Cuba, International Workers ' Day takes on a unique aspect. This is a day 

for Cubans to proclaim loud and clear their determination to defend their sovereignty, to demand the 
lifting of the economic blockade and to create a just, prosperous and sustainable society. 

"UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH" 

The ma rch opened with 50.000 youth firml y ho lding a huge banner bearing this year"s theme. "Unity is 
o ur strength". T hey were foll owed by close to a million workers who marched in tight fon nation fo r 
more tha n a n hour be fo re th e sta nd on Revolution Squa re. 

Worke rs from all sectors w ere present. T hey proudl y carri ed th eir union ba nne r and repeated the 
parade' s slogans. Our bro the rs a nd siste rs fro m the postal sector were the re, massed behind a g ia nt mail 
box. 

"I AM FIDEL" 

Everywhere thro ug ho ut the crowd workers ca rri ed signs with a photo of Fide l a nd the words '' I am 
Fidel", clccrrly stating tha t they would continue the struggle initiated by Fidel Castro with the victory of 
the Revolution in 1959. 

OUR DELEGATION 

T his year, CUPW's delegation included 11 people from all regions of the country. We stayed in C uba 
fro m April 29 to May 6. Our program. planned with SNTCIE. the union that represent s the 13.000 
postal worke rs, e na bled us to bette r understa nd the hi story of the C uban revolutio n as we ll as the 
challenges it is c urrently facing. 

At the beginning of o ur stay. we visited the Museum of the Revolution, and pa tticipa tcd in the M ay Day 
march a nd the Interna ti ona l So lidarity Conference. We th en discussed the co ll ecti ve agreeme nt 
governing re lati ons between SNTCIE and postal service management. We visited the postal M useum 
and a postal d epo t, whe re we shared o ur work experie nces with mail carriers. We al so had lunch w ith 
some posta l retirees. 

Later on, we provided a n upda te on o ur commo n unio n proj ect financed thro ugh Appe ndix "R" o f the 
urban co llecti ve agreement. We the n travelled across th e country fro m North to South to go to the Bay 
of Pigs in order to visit the museum that tells the story o f the 1961 American in vasio n attempt. AND 
MUCH MORE ! 

SOLfOARITY IN ACTION 

Solidari ty is some thing that must be lived day by day through concre te and meaning ful action. T his is 
exactly what we expe riences in C uba: SO LIDARITY IN ACTfON. 

;[)~~ 
Denis Lc melin. National Union Representative 
For the CUPW delegatio n to Cuba 
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