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Thirty years later, we must be better

The best way to honour the victims is to end gender-based violence

On December 6, 1989, a man entered a
mechanical engineering classroom at Montreal’s
Ecole Polytechnique armed with a semi-
automatic weapon. After separating the women
from the men, he opened fire on the women.
When he was finished, fourteen young women
were dead, and thirteen other people wounded.

Most of us know the story: The victims were
targeted because they were women; the
gunman’s suicide note blamed feminists for
ruining his life and claimed the murders were
his way of “fighting feminism.”

But what many forget is that at the time, police
refused to acknowledge and even accept what
the gunman had openly declared, that this crime
was committed based on gender.

It’s been 30 years since the Montreal Massacre.
We’ve had 30 years to become a better society.
We’ve made some inroads, but gender-based
violence continues and so does our reluctance to
call it what it is.

The Canada Women’s Foundation estimates
that:

 Half of all women in Canada have
experienced at least one incident of
physical or sexual violence since the age

e Onany given night in Canada, 3,491
women and their 2,724 children sleep in
shelters because it isn’t safe at home.

e On any given night, about 300 women
and children are turned away because
shelters are already full.

¢ Indigenous women are killed at six times
the rate of non-Indigenous women.

Cyber violence, which includes online threats,
harassment, and stalking, has also emerged as an
extension of violence against women. Young
women (18-24) are most likely to experience
online harassment in its most severe forms,
including stalking, sexual harassment and
physical threats.

If we want to end gender-based violence, we
first have to acknowledge and accept that it
exists. We have to listen to the women in our
lives when they tell us their stories. We must
shed our biases, be prepared to listen and learn,
and ask what is needed to help. Violence against
women is a societal issue that affects everyone
and therefore needs to be addressed by
everyone.

Today and every day, we remember the 14
young women who were murdered and all the
other women who have been victims of gender-

based violence, and vow to be better. Together,
we can end this needless violence.
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e Approximately every six days, a woman
in Canada is killed by her intimate
partner.
377 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Y3 The struggle continues Canadian Union of Postal Workers

www.cupw-sttp.org

=rescer of.......




